
MODULE	4-TASK	2	
	

Activity 4a-ii.  Look at the two versions of the sentences on the table below and discuss the 
differences in groups. 
 

1. First, electricity supply had critically 
problematic quality issues in surges, 
spikes and sags resulting in power 
problems in the product.  

1. First, it was the electricity supply that 
had critically problematic quality issues 
in surges, spikes and sags resulting in 
power problems in the product.  

2. Therefore, it is recommended to use a 
transformer-based filter in order to 
protect workstations. 

2. Therefore, what is recommended to be 
used is the transformer-based filter in 
order to protect workstations. 

3. Second, common mode noise also 
occurred causing logic confusion, data 
loss, system errors and blue screens 
resulted from power problems in the 
product. 

3. Second, it was the common mode 
noise that also occurred causing logic 
confusion, data loss, system errors and 
blue screens resulted from power 
problems in the product. 

4. Hence, the power should be 
conditioned and filtered. 

4. Hence, it is the power that should be 
conditioned and filtered. 

 
 

GRAMMAR: CLEFT SENTENCES 
 
Cleft sentences are used to emphasize one part of the sentences by dividing it into two clauses; 
thus, that part of the sentence becomes the focus for the reader. The function of using Cleft 
Sentences in a business is to emphasize some parts in a more formal style. 
 

It Cleft Sentences 
It+BE (not and/or ADVERB)+EMPHASIZED WORD/PHRASE+THAT(WHO) CLAUSE 

 
EMPHASIS Original Sentence Cleft Sentence 

On the Subject 

The root cause should be 
identified to resolve quality 
problems in product 
manufacturing 

It is the root cause that should be 
identified to resolve quality problems 
in product manufacturing. 

On the Object 
The manager should look for the 
best alternative in order to 
achieve quality assurance.  

It is the best alternative that the 
manager should look for in order to 
achieve quality assurance. 

On the Adverbial 
Quality problems can arise on 
any product-manufacturing 
phase. 

It is on any product-manufacturing 
phase that quality problems can 
arise. 
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WH- Cleft Sentences 

WH-CLAUSE+BE EMPHASIZED WORD/PHRASE 
 
Please Note: In Cleft Sentences, WHAT means THE THING(S) THAT. The wh-clause MUST 
contain the verb DO. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EMPHASIS Original Sentence Cleft Sentence 

On the Action 
The manager should monitor the 
resolution plan to ensure the 
improvement in quality. 

What the manager should do is to 
monitor the resolution plan to ensure 
the improvement in quality. 
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ACTIVITY 4A: LANGUAGE ACTIVITY/CLEFT SENTENCES 

 
 
TEACHER’S BOOK/KEY: 
 
ii.  The students look at the two versions of the sentences on the table and discuss the differences 
in groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


