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Classroom practices in EMI: when lecturers and students can benefit from ESP  

In a context characterized by the increasing presence of English-medium instruction 

(EMI) subjects at the expense of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) courses (Mancho-

Barés & Arnó-Macià, 2017), this paper analyses  the case of an EMI subject of a 

university in Catalonia (Spain). One of the reasons why EMI implementation is justified 

is that, apart from attracting  international students (Dearden & Macaro, 2016), it can also 

be positioned as an  opportunity for students to learn English due to its immersive nature, 

hence CLILising EMI (Block & Moncada-Comas, 2019; Moncada-Comas & Block, 

2019). In fact, it is often assumed by EMI lecturers that students do not need specific 

linguistic preparation, as EMI will provide them with the necessary language skills (Arnó-

Macià & Aguilar-Pérez, 2021). In EMI, therefore, it often seems that the language burden 

is on the students. Drawing on interview-data and classroom observation, this paper 

examines how an agronomic engineering lecturer at a Catalan university focuses on 

vocabulary learning to assist his students to process the specific disciplinary English 

terminology. It documents both how the lecturer implements and benefits from 

information communication technology (ICT) and how he seems to be aware of students’ 

need for ESP education/training. The paper presents a series of excerpts from classroom 

interaction, which serve to analyse the extent to which an ESP-EMI specialist 

collaboration would provide a better disciplinary language teaching and learning 

experience in EMI classes.  The paper ends with some thoughts on what has been learned, 

suggesting that ESP preparation is beneficial and language-bridging for EMI 

implementation. 
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