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Instruction 

Based on Shulman’s pedagogical content knowledge framework, technological pedagogical 
content knowledge (TPACK) was first introduced by Mishra and Koehler (2006) to define the 
knowledge base needed to teach with technology in pedagogically-sound ways. They argued that 
emerging technologies and the need for teachers’ meaningful integration of these technologies 
into their teaching require not only content knowledge and pedagogical knowledge, but also 
another knowledge domain to be added into the framework: technology. According to the 
TPACK framework, instructors need to understand the complex interactions and interplays 
between the content (subject that they are teaching), pedagogy (e.g. their learners’ needs, their 
own teaching beliefs, etc.), technology, and their contexts in deeper ways. Effective technology 
integration lies on how well a teacher is aware of these complex interactions and act upon 
accordingly, instead of integrating technology just for the sake of technology. Drawing from the 
underlying principles of the TPACK framework, in this presentation, participants will explore 
how to use this framework in designing English language instruction that integrates technology 
in pedagogically-sound ways. After reviewing the TPACK framework and its premises for 
teaching in general, and its implications for English language instruction in particular, we will 
discuss what questions instructors can ask themselves when exploring the effectiveness of 
technologies for their teaching practice, how different technologies shape their pedagogy and the 
content they focus on, and how they repurpose existing technologies for different pedagogical 
purposes when teaching EFL or ESP. Participants will also be invited to share their own 
experiences with using the same technologies for different purposes, and teaching the same 
content with different technologies. The presentation will end with suggestions for a community-
of-practice approach to sustainable ongoing professional development for teachers working at 
the same institution and/or across institutions. 

 


